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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE

OF THE UNITED STATES; WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793

AND 794, OF THE U.S. CODE, AS AMENDED. TS TRANSMISSION OR REVE- THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
25X1 LATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS

PROHIBITED BY LAW. THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROHIBITED.

The following is an account of the purchase plan for 1952 and past acquisitions
of the VARIMEX medical office. As previously reported, purchases from foreign -
countrles are theoretlcally to be cemouflaged so that they do not reveal the
true Polish'import plan, a rule which is not strietly observed 1m practice.

The Total Purchases

1. 'The value of the annual purchase schedules for surgleal instruments, dental
equipment, veterinary supplies and X-ray machines amounted tg¢ 3.5 millilon
dollars~ in 1949, and to 4.3 million dollars in 1950.. Thege figures included
speeial credlt supplements which Were granted towards the end of the year.

In 1951, 6 million dollsars of purchases were divided into 700,000 dollarg
for veterimery supplies, 800,000 dollers for dentsl eguipment, 1.5 million
dollars for electro-medical spparatus (X-ray, ete.) and the rest for surgieal
ingtruments.

2. The value of the purchase schedule for 1952, which has aslready been confirmed,
totals 8 mlllion dollars, divided into sbout 50 percent for surgical instru=
ments, 2 mlllion dollars for X-ray machines, ete., and about 1 millien dollars
for dental equipment and veterinary supplies. It can generally be sald that
the dental and veterinary supplles were, pereentage-wise, negliglble. The
largest sums were always allotted for purchasegof surglicasl instruments anél
electro-medical apparatus.

25X1
- 3. The distribution center for veterinary Instruments, which does not belong 25X1

: under CENIROSPRZET, is called CENTROWET with offices located at Ulies Nowgorodzka,

corner of ul. Krueza. |
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2.

QGeographic ‘Dis'tributipn of Purchases

Tn 1948 VARIMEX purchases In Iron Curtain countries were still insignificant;
Russis delivered nothing. Among the remaining Eagbern countries Czechoslovakie
ranked first with deliveries totalling one-half million dollars at the most.
The deliveries also included X-ray mechines bearing the trade marks MECAMETRA

and KLINIX, both types believed to be mamufactured by the same factory, KOVO.
I

there had been any dlfficulty

in obtaining these Gcliveries in Czechoslovakia, and the machines arg there-
fore bélieved to be produced in considerable guantities there. Further imports
included thermostats, also from KOVO, and hypodermic syringes with needles.

In the middle of 1949 the first deliverles from East Germsny were réceived,
mostly X-ray tubes, X-ray machines, surglcal instruments, operating tables

and lamps, and dental drllls.

The value of Czechoslovakia'ls 1949 deliveries rose to about 1 million dollars
and included the same deliveries as in 1948. The value of the Eagt German
deliveries comprised about 700,000 dollars. The value of the eollecied
purchases in all the countries in 1949 amounted to 3.5 million dollars.

In Januery 1950, an Hungerlan delegation srrived, with whom an agreement was
mede for delivery of X-ray machines, hypodermic syringes with needles and
blood presgure measurers. Immediate délivery was proulsed, but the goods
were delivered seven to eight months late and were of poor quslity. The
apparatus functioned unsetisfactorily; the needles were rusty and a large
qusntity of the hypodermic syringes were worthless.

The X-ray machine deliveries included, among others, 32 portsble units, which
were markedly poor and later had to be repaired by Hungarlan experts. The
statlonary machines, of which 20 were dellvered, were of good quality; they
were called AVTOHELTIOFOS. The value of the 52 apparatuses wag gbout ong
quarter million dollars.

The value of the purchases in Czechoslovakia was reduced from the 1949 volume,

as 8 result of the purchases in Hungary, to sbout one balf million dollars. .

The commodity 1ist bas been expanded though and now also includes "Tomografer™
and “faradiseri:;ggapparaber“. 25X1

25X1

bsx1

| The surgical instruments

“from Czechoslovakls were, however, not quite as good; once the Poles had

to return a delivery of 30,000 hypodermic syringes. | ]

[ | Commereially

they were also the best tralned officlals. The deliveries from Hungary and

Fast Germany, on the other hand, were very slow and often up to five mdnths'late.
A1l dental equipment is deglvered by Czechoslovaklam. Deliverles are prompt

and there are spparently no difficulties as far as the materials are concerned.

The value of the Fast German deliveries amounts to 800,000 dollars. Included
are Tewer X-ray machines, but added to the list are certain unspecified surgical
tnstruments, sclentific instruments for the universitles and clinles (among
others Zimmermann in Leipzig) and glasses from Jena.¥
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Beliverles from USSR

VARIMEX has received a totel of 40,000 eyeglass lenses as well as a shipment
of catgut, aboul 60 types of surgleal instruments and about 10 types of dental
supplies. The total value of all USSR deliverles has not exeeeded 100,000
dollars.

| |Polish Commercial Sectlon in Moscow,

y in the begioning of 1951 to the effeet that deliveries from Russis
could be expected on those articles ligted in a catalogue from the state
organlzation, BAZNC EXPCRT. The catalogue ineluded 120 items at the most. About
two™ " X-ray machlines were ordered by VARIMEX, but the tubes in both of

. them were useless, and the responsible officlal in VARIMEX refused to plave 25X1
further orders; 1t wes kmown from experience that it was hopeless to try to
get replacements for such equipment. VARIMEX did not dare, furthermore.
expresa cihitlcism of the Russian X-ray machines. | |

| the type, however, is

|
desIgnated RUM L.

The Soviet catalogue alsc imcluded gbout 80 surgleal articles, and VARIMEX
ordered varicus quantities of all types. After some time a Russian draft
contract arrived listing in some cases smaller, in others larger guantities

than those ordered. This contract was, however, slgned by VARIMEX without  ogxq
protest. The Russlan offers alse included hearing slds, which were subjected

to severe critieism by the Polish experts; one of them clalmed that 1t would

be necesgary to carry the batteries in a separate sultcase. | |X1
| 25

| Among the complaints
weres ohe IndIvidual parfts of the InsTruments did not fit together and
rusted easily, and the glass in the syringes cracked after the second or
third sterilization.

The catalogue included certain scientific apparatus of a simple type for
faradization(sic),caustic lead plates for X-ray examinatlons, which however
were not delliversd te Poland.®*The film projectors from Russia were gslled
KIEY. They were robust and useful machines. X-ray film was fmporited
exeluslvely from Western Europe, among others from GEVARRT inm Holland.
Source states that Iron Curtain countries are designated with the code KDL
In internal corréspondence and bookkeeping. The capitalistic countries are
given the code RK. .

Present plang do not yet Include catgut.. The 1951 schedule called for purw
chasesof 2.2 million meters of satgut, of which Franee delivered 300,000

meters, Hungary 700,000 meters, Rumania 200,000 meters and West Germany
conslderable guantities. At a conference which took placei on 15 September

1951, the Ministry of Health proposed that 7 million meters of catgut be imported.
The specialists at VARIMEX agreed that 1t would be quite ilmpossible to meet

this requirement, even by orders from all producing eountries in the world.

The final quantity to be purchased was not yet, determined st the end of 1951.
Iﬁe [the final amownt will not exceed 3 million

LCIS .

Polish Production

At the end of IP48 Poland intended to purchase 500,000 meters of catgut. In
a conference with high authorities this declslon wasz changed for the purpose
of developing production of this i1tem in Polaend. After a few monthg VARIMEX
nevertheless recelved an order for the immediate purchasé of forelgn catgut,

ag that which had been produced in Poland was not stgﬁeﬁ@_b@djg_djg_l
several deaths. |

|
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17. Polisli induatry is also sble to produte hypodermic gyringes and ugedlies, as

well ag quite simple instruments like tweezers.

Stmlpels and sclsgors are

not produced. The work is dome by state fastorles which gré d nly

bf nmn'beri |

\ 25X1

18. Electrieal méaiéa; equipment bas, In certain cases, been yepalred by the

Pollsh factory Braclje Szpotansc), located im Meedzylesle No near Warsew.
The sam¢ factory produced electrie velay apparatus and other electrie equip-

ﬂaatory has started various experiments not otherwlse identified

191

|25x1

| Even vefore the war, there

wag only one small firm which produced such things., Artificial teeth of
medloers quality bave been produced for a short time by Polend iu Zabrzée in

Sllesia.

*mwm A small delegation, conslsting of (fnu) Janowica from the
VInIgtry of Health, a physiclsn, (fmu) Rotmanyfrom the Ministry of Public
Securlty, and an wmemed lady, went to Berlin in the fall of 1950 and endeavored

to buy large quantities of gurgleal ing result of +he $win

wag supposedly negative.

25X1

*¥ Commenty The word faradization may have reference to ome of

Faradey's electrolytie decomposition laws.
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